
Scoop the Poop 
by Cynthia Sommer

As outdoor activities are increasing, 
many unwanted fecal deposits due 
to irresponsible dog owners are 

being discovered. It has been estimated that 
a single gram of dog waste can contain 23 
million fecal coliform bacteria, and possibly 
includes hookworms, roundworms, Giardia, 
and Cryptosporidium. Pet owners need to 
think of the health impact of dog droppings 
as our children play unsuspecting on their 
own lawns. The EPA in 1991 defined pet 
waste as a “nonpoint source of pollution” 
– But Oh, how we are concerned about 
chemical and oil runoffs but forget the 
basics of hygiene! Pet waste left on curbs, 
sidewalks, streets or grass will also be 
washed through the storm drains and into 
our rivers and Lake Michigan. The EPA 
estimates that “for a small bay watershed 
(up to 20 sq. mi.), 2 to 3 days of droppings 
from a population of 100 dogs contribute 
enough bacteria, nitrogen, and phosphorus 
to temporarily close a bay to swimming”. 
Woof-woof waste is also not a good 
fertilizer; it is toxic to lawns and will cause 
burns and discoloration.
 Owners and/or persons walking their 
animal are required to bag the waste into 
plastic bags, seal and put them into the 
green garbage carts. Citizens reporting 
litter incidents can call the Dept. of 
Neighborhood Services at 286-2268 or 
easily complete the required information 
online at www.milwaukee.gov at the 
“Request Services Online” link. Be sure to 
provide the address of the animal owner. 
The City of Milwaukee Ordinance on 
Animal Litter Nuisance (78-19) carries a 
fine of not less than $25 and no more than 
$200. Don’t let your dog Rocky’s relief 
become your neighbor’s nuisance – be a 
responsible pet owner and scoop the poop!

Moving Out 101
by Cynthia Sommer

As June progresses, the local environment 
seems to change dramatically with the 
appearances of couches, furniture and 

other large discards. Did you know that materials 
larger than 1 cubic yard (about the size of an easy 
chair) placed at the curbside or at your garbage 
collection site can result in a special pick-up charge 
of $50 from the City? Smaller items left at the 
curbside but not at your garbage collection site is 
also considered a special pick-up. Charges would 
be added to the owner’s property tax bill and many 
landlords will deduct the amount of the charge 
from your security deposits.
 What can you do? Plan ahead - try to sell the item or pass it on to a 
friend. If you use Craigslist or Freecycle you should be aware:

The Milwaukee Police Department’s offer to allow exchanges 
to occur at any of their precincts as a safety precaution. 

 You may also recycle gently used items by taking them to the nearby 
Goodwill retail store (2830 N. Oakland Avenue - one block south of 
Locust: 414-962-3281); staff 
will know what can or cannot be 
accepted. If you are still around 
in July, be alert to a recycling 
option through the Annual 
Dump and Run Day sponsored 
by the UWM Department of 
Sustainability and Neighborhood 
Housing Office.
 If the item is less than 1 
cubic yard, place the item near 
your garbage trash bin on your 
designated garbage day. http://
mpw.milwaukee.gov/services/
garbage_day. Better yet, plan to 
discard large items during the 
City of Milwaukee Project Clean 
and Green scheduled for May 30 
- June 5 in our area. For more 
details, see the City Update 
article in this issue or search the 
city web site (city.milwaukee.
gov) for Clean and Green. 
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Most parents would confirm 
the mixed emotions they 
experience when their child 

leaves home and is on their own. We 
are left to deal with a laundry list of 
doubts and a basketful of emotional 
conflict. This may help explain the 
emotional roller coaster on which 
I sometimes find myself. I utilize 
UWM facilities and am impressed 
by energetic young adults engaged 
in their education full of hope and 
expectation for the future. 
 Recently, my wife and I had a 
very pleasant encounter with our 
young neighbors who came over to 
let us know that they were hosting 
an evening backyard birthday party 
and wanted to give us their phone 
number in the event that there were 
any problems. There is hope, as 
these are the same individuals who 
several months earlier created such a 
disruption in the neighborhood that 
the police were called and the Mayor 
responded along with the 1st District. 
Déjà vu, just like dealing with my own 
children, when there were no limits 
set we often all shared the pain. Quite 
frequently when they were young they 
would often hear we love you but do 
not like your behavior. You counsel 
them and hope that the behavior will 
look different in the future. I am sure 
that other parents have had similar 
encounters with their own children.

Continued on next page
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NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION Committee of Landlords Meeting

by J. Gerard Capell

Murray Hill’s Committee of Landlords met in 
early March to discuss and review activities 
and issues by the variety of stakeholders that 

affect the Landlords in the neighborhood. Included were 
representatives of the Department of Neighborhood 
Services, Department of Public Works, Milwaukee Police 
Department, University Housing Office, and several 
landlords of both large and small buildings.
 Among the myriad of topics covered was the “Think 
Small” landlord meeting held in February at UWM. This 
3rd annual event drew 30 to 35 attendees who heard 
from local lawyers, city and university housing authorities 
and other landlords on best-practices for dealing with 
the unique renting clientele of the Upper Eastside. As in 
past years the attendees gained new insights into renting 
near UWM and were able to share specific problems and 
discuss recommended solutions.
 Sargent Duran of MPD’s District 1 reported briefly 
about the capture of several perpetrators of arson and 
graffiti done in the Murray Hill area. Art Dahlberg, 
director of DNS, reported that when he came here in 
2009 there were 600 incidents of graffiti reported each 
month in the city and that now the number is down to 
288 citywide last month (it was January though), but any 
decrease is welcomed. However, it was reported that the 
young man who was arrested for the graffiti was not the 
same one who has and is decorating our homes, fences 
and garages with the one-eyed alien so we must continue 
to be vigilant in reporting suspicious activity around our 
property and our neighbors to the police. The police say 
that it very hard to capture these vandals even with TV 
cameras and undercover patrols in place; so any help that 
an alert community can provide would be most helpful.
 Jes Berndt of UWM’s Neighborhood Housing Office 
reported that their Preferred Tenant Program has been 
increased to help instruct more students on what are 
their rights and responsibilities when renting off-campus 
housing. 

Continued on next page

A healthy smile begins with 
preventive care and a balanced 

bite and continues with aesthetic 
enhancements to give you 

the brightest and most natural 
smile possible.  

2577 N. Downer Ave.
414.962.5915

www.dewandental.com

CARE FOR YOUR
HEALTHY SMILE.

MICHAEL DeWAN D.D.S., S.C.

DeWAN DENTAL WELLNESS

New Location
2445 N. Farwell Ave.
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Special Enforcement Inspectors
by Heidi Weed

The Department of Neighborhood Services (DNS) is the 
primary organization for overseeing that standards are 
followed in the construction, zoning and maintenance 

of all buildings in the City of Milwaukee. The codes that 
DNS enforces are described in the City of Milwaukee Code 
of Ordinances. As Special Enforcement Inspectors we provide 
specialized inspection and investigative services in collaboration 
with the Milwaukee Police Department. 
 District 1 is a diverse and dynamic area that offers many 
interesting challenges for Special Enforcement. The area is 
a unique and historic part of Milwaukee. As the District 1 
Special Enforcement Inspector I am responsible for approving 
all occupancy permits, zoning issues, complaints, and ensuring 
that historic buildings obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for repairs. We work together with MPD District 1 to create 
programs that solve issues in the Downtown and Eastside area. 
I also work closely with the alderman to address property issues 
efficiently, and in most cases, quickly.
 There are several zoning issues we deal with consistently on 
the East Side. One is an illegal 3rd floor unit which is defined 
as having an attic converted to habitable space. In order to have 
a legal 3rd floor unit, a permit would be required and there 
must be two means of egress, one being an interior stairway 
that leads to 2nd floor or grade. Another common complaint 
I receive is people living in basements. Basements are not 
habitable space unless there is an egress window installed with 
a permit. Additional issues we deal with are parking violations, 
such as more than 4 cars parked on a property, or cars parked 
on unpaved surfaces. Sign complaints regarding a property 
owner installing an oversized or unpermitted sign or 
banner are also common. We routinely deal with 
overcrowding issues such as having more than 3 
unrelated people living together.

 DNS and MPD have created a task force to address 
nuisance and zoning problems in these areas. The UWM task 
force’s goal is to maintain the balance between residents and 
students. Nuisance activities such as noise, litter and underage/
excessive drinking are the target of the task force. We also 
work with the UW-Milwaukee Neighborhood Housing 
Office. Our goal is to educate students on how to 
be “good neighbors” and to work with Eastside 
landlords on issues affecting the neighborhood. 
We try to attend most community group 
meetings, so we can be aware of any issues 
affecting the neighborhood. We are 
excited to be a part of District 1 and 
look forward to working together!
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President’s Message
(continued)

Landlord Committee
(continued)

 It is unfortunate that the many times the behaviors that some young adults 
are engaged in when they are away from home often carry consequences that may 
put their safety or even their lives at risk. Due to the vulnerability of exposure on 
the internet, these behaviors can also have an adverse impact on their ability to 
seek employment. It is surely not what we imagine from the unwritten contract 
of trust and responsibility that we have with our children. As a parent, I also have 
an unwritten obligation to question those behaviors that may put my children or 
others in harm’s way and disrespects the values with which they were raised when in 
their new “community.” I sometimes believe that the time away from home initiates 
temporary amnesia; often the question we ask a young adult engaged in questionable 
behavior is: “Would you do this at your parent’s house?” Almost always they say “No” 
without hesitation.
 So, I believe that as a community we need to reach out to these young adults, 
communicate realistic expectations, set and follow through with reasonable 
consequences and recognize desired behavior. The kids may have flown the nest, 
but for many their new found freedom may challenge their sensibilities. We need to 
develop the skills and approaches that deter young adults from engaging in behavior 
that puts them at risk and adversely affects the quality of life in their community.

For the students who successfully 
pass this training, participating 
landlords can give them a 
discounted monthly rent or a 
waiver on their housing deposit. 
This supposedly makes for better 
neighbors and tenants. Jes also 
reported that follow-up calls to 
disruptive student houses by 
COAST members have been 
substantially lower this year. It is not 
known why the drop has occurred, 
some would probably say that the 
problems of loud rambunctious 
student is as bad as ever, but perhaps 
the word has finally gotten through 
to enough students that large 
house parties just invite too many 
problems. We can hope this is true.

A PART OF OUR
COMMUNITY

Susan McCabe
Call for all your real estate needs:

Office: (262) 241-3300 x1555  •  Cell: (414) 322-6526
www.firstweber.com

Susan Knows Murray Hill...
Murray Hill knows Susan!

Have a real estate question? Selling, Buying or both? 
 Just like to know the value of your property? 

Call Susan at 414-322-6526 smccabe@firstweber.com

The Upper East Side/ 
Oakland Avenue 

Business Improvement District

The East Side’s most 
eclectic two-block business 
district featuring food from 
around the world, services 

for your daily life, and vibrant 
entertainment venues.

The B.I.D. is actively engaged in making your shopping 
and entertainment visit to our neighborhood the best it can be! 
We salute the efforts of our neighborhood partners at MHNA. 

Enjoy delectables from Solo, Lisa’s, George Webb’s, 
Oakland Gyros, Subway, Shahrazad, Thai Kitchen, 
Cousin’s Subs, Five Guys Burgers and Fries, Cold Stone 
Creamery, Shiraz, Black Rose, and West Allis Cheese and 
Sausage Shoppe.

Don’t forget your service and daily shopping needs 
can be fulfilled on your next visit to Oakland Ave. From Clark 
Graphics, Atomic Glass, Gilbert’s Liquor, The Washing 
Well, Walgreen’s, Sal’s Barber Shop, and Cloud Nine!

And don’t forget the eclectic mix of entertainment at our 
beloved Miramar Theater or grab a game of pool and a cold 
one at Axel’s. On Oakland Ave., we have it all!

 



Project Clean and Green
This City-wide program is designed to foster 
neighborhood pride and ownership through 
coordinated clean ups. Collection Crews will target the 
Murray Hill and surrounding area during the week of May 30-June 5. This is 
your opportunity to get rid of excess household debris at no cost. After your 
Clean & Green week, there will be a $50 charge for all bulky pickup requests 
larger than 1 cubic yard (about the size of an easy chair). To find your garbage 
collection day go to: http://mpw.milwaukee.gov/services/garbage_day.

Hazardous Waste Pickup
A mobile unit will be at Shorewood High School, 1701 E. Capitol Drive, on 
July 21 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for Milwaukee County Residents. For 
information on the types of acceptable materials and other drop off sites see: 
http://v3.mmsd.com/hhw.aspx.

Self-Help Centers
There is a charge for all City residents bringing construction related material 
into the self-help stations. This includes roofing material, brick, stones, 
concrete, drywall, paneling and other construction material. The charge is 
$15 for up to 8 cubic yards and $30 for 8-16 cubic yards (16 cubic yard 
maximum). No contractor vehicles allowed.

Infrastructure for Electric Vehicles
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett announced at the State of the City address 
on February 13, 2012, that Milwaukee will create a Sustainability Plan 
in 2012. One of the directives is to pave the way for electric vehicles in 
Milwaukee by installing four to five public charging stations in strategic 
locations throughout the city. Each station is embedded with an on-board 
computer, a fluorescent display, a standards-based RFID reader for special 
credit cards, and a utility-grade meter providing precise, bi-directional energy 
measurement. The first public charging stations have been installed at the 
Compass Properties parking structure (across from Gold’s gym) on the corner 
of Water and Mason Streets and at Discovery World. An East Side location 
should be available by May at the parking lot on Arlington near Brady (near 
Jimmy Johns). Other future locations might include the airport and the west 
side. The locations will use Charge Point stations by Coulomb, which will 
become part of the national Charge Point Network (www.chargepoint.net) 
that allows drivers to find and reserve charging stations.

As the weather warms, it is a treat to be able to walk to 
and eat in a great outdoor patio in a rated restaurant 
in the neighborhood. Tess restaurant (2499 N. Bartlett 

Avenue) might be off the beaten path for some in Milwaukee 
but it is just next door for neighbors in Murray Hill.
 Almost 10 years ago, Mitchell Wakefield developed Tess 
into a relaxed fine dining establishment in a city neighborhood 
but with an outdoor feel. He was familiar with the area since 
he grew up in Shorewood and now lives blocks away on the 
Eastside. Neighbors appreciate the positive changes to the 
place from the previous local bar. Because of his commitment 
to fresh local ingredients at his restaurant, Mitch has also 
served as the fresh produce drop-off site for neighbors 
buying from regional farmers. Tess establishes a 
warm, inviting atmosphere through its “cozy 
rooms in the winter and … a wonderful 
summer patio”. [Zagat]. In the summer, 
the patio with its canopy of trees is 
a pleasant surprise that presents 
a quiet, relaxed environment 
in the midst of the city. 
The atmosphere 
complements the 
food, which is a 
draw – Tess 
was rated 
by the 
Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel 
food critic in the 
top 30 restaurants in 
Milwaukee in 2010 and the 
restaurant is a critic’s choice in 
the Milwaukee Magazine.
 Their cuisine is reflective of 
contemporary world cultures (Italian, 
Asian, SW American, and Pacific Rim) 
and changes regularly based on the availability 
of fresh ingredients. Patrons can choose from 
an array of appetizers (crab cakes, sweet & smoky 
flatbread), salads (strawberry rocket salad), fresh seafood 
(San Francisco Cioppino with salmon, scallops, mussels and 
shrimp), meats (pan seared beef tenderloin or gorgonzola 
walnut chicken) or homemade pasta. Their selection of desserts 

can range from crème brulee with changing flavors each week 
to their molten flourless chocolate cake. Customers that require 
gluten-free meals are delighted by the array of choices available 
in each course. Their Homemade Fish Fry of New England 
Clam Chowder and Lake Perch or Tilapia is a favorite of 
patrons on Friday nights. The friendly staff is attentive but not 
hovering so that you can enjoy your meal.
 A full bar with a wide selection of local microbrews and 
an extensive wine list is also available. Tess regularly offers fun 
and relaxing specialty dinners that match a five course dinner 
with artisan brews. Local and regional brewers share their fresh, 

light to heavier brews with complementary courses of food 
designed for the evening. 

 The facility is wheelchair accessible and its 
hours of service are Tues.–Thurs. & Sun, 5-10 

pm; Frid - Sat, 5-11 pm. Reservations are 
recommended especially on the weekends. 

Prices range from $15-29. Discover 
this local treasure yourself and take 

some friends.
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City Updates
by Cynthia Sommer

Have a Great Summer Evening in the Neighborhood
by Cynthia Sommer

Looking for Landlord 
Compact Members

by J. Gerard Capell

An independent outgrowth of Murray 
Hill’s Committee of Landlords 
currently under development is an 

Eastside Landlord Compact. The Compact 
would consist of landlords for the purpose 
of networking, pursuing solutions to 
their shared problems, and improving 
communications with area residents for 
their mutual advantage. Its mission is to 
maintain the community as a safe place 
for residents, improve property values, 
instill neighborhood pride and increase the 
quality of life of all. The geographical area 
for the Compact is bounded by Edgewood, 
the Milwaukee River, North Avenue and 
Lake Michigan. The group would meet on 
a quarterly or as-needed basis to address 
issues and solution strategies.

By becoming a member of the 
Compact the landlord agrees to: 

1 Operate code violation-free buildings; 

2 Screen applicants and supervise residents; 

3 Maintain drug- and gang-free housing; 

4 Provide bright exterior area lighting; 

5 Respond to resident issues quickly; 

6 Keep yard neat and trash free.

 For additional information and to aid 
in the develop of this groups please contact 
Pam Frautschi at 962-1541 or phfmke1@
juno.com.



______________________________
Murray Hill History – Did you know?______________________________

by Cynthia Sommer

Early Mass Transit:
The Trackless Trolly

Noise Trends
by Gregory James

The data are clear. Residents of the 
neighborhoods surrounding UWM 
have complained for years about 

disruptions from nighttime carousing, 
with Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays the 
worst nights for sleeping. And this is not 
just a matter of anecdotes and odd-ball 
grumpy old people.
 MHNA has been watching the trends 
of nuisance noise activity reflected in MPD 
District 1 data for more than a year now. 
The data speaks loudly in support of what 
we all know from our personal experiences.
 When Thursday rolls around, noise 
disruptions basically double from the 
previous four nights of the week. On 
Friday and Saturday they are basically three 
times as bad.
 MHNA has developed the Report 
It - Record It program in conjunction 
with District 1. We rolled it out about 
one year ago. And while we have a long 
way to go before the neighborhood can 
count on restful nights all week long, 
we have seen a clear response from the 
police department. The graph of month-
by-month comparisons over two years is 
clear. Note especially the activity in August 
through November of 2011 compared to 
2010. District 1 is clearly stepping up to 
the problem.
 But this is not a problem that can 
be solved by policing alone. The culture 
of disruption that has taken hold in the 
areas surrounding UWM needs to change. 
MHNA is convinced that until the 
University establishes clear, consistent, and 
forceful policies that target neighborhood 
misconduct, and makes changing attitudes 
within its student body a priority, we 
will not see a reversal of twenty years of 
declining neighborhood conditions. The 
University administration must step up to 
this challenge.

While electric streetcars were a major means of 
transportation in Milwaukee from 1860-1958, 
there was a gradual replacement with gasoline buses 

(1925-1962), the trackless trolley (1936-1965) and eventually 
with time to the diesel buses (1950-present). The story of the 
trackless trolley in Milwaukee is a story of transition from the 
streetcar to the diesel bus – a shift from rails to rubber tires 
but still using the electric power approach of the streetcar. 
The reasons for this shift to trackless trolleys were several: 
the economic slump of the Great Depression caused a drop 
in rider ship, a strike in 1934 caused a loss of revenue and 
companies were pressured by the Federal Securities and 
Exchange Commission to separate transit from electric 
companies. With these economic impacting issues the 
Milwaukee Electric Rail and Light Company (TMER&L) 
shifted to the less expensive trackless trolley, a widely popular 
vehicle in the US at the time. The trolley car was attached to 
the overhead electrical wires using flexible poles. The trolleys 
could operate 12 feet to each side of the car and therefore could 
receive and discharge passengers at the curb or pass around 
vehicles standing in the street. Other advantages included no 
fumes associated with the buses, ample heat, smoother, faster 
rides due to no gears to shift and low engine noise coming from 
electric traction motors. However, these vehicles still had to deal 
with increased car traffic and the forces of nature, such as the 
great snowstorm of 1947.
 The first route that changed in Milwaukee from streetcar to 
trackless trolley occurred on Nov 8, 1936 on the North Avenue 
line. Fairs were $1 for a weekly pass, 50 cents for a weekly 
school pass and 25 cents for a one day shopping pass. The 
trolley traveled east to the enclosed transfer terminal at Farwell-
Murray-North where patrons then connected with the Downer 
or Oakland streetcar lines. This area was a major transfer point 
for streetcars, trolleys and buses - note the current width of 
this section of North Avenue. By 1938, the increase in trolleys, 
streetcars and routes in the area demanded the construction 
on Oakland Avenue and Edgewood (now Riverview Park in 
Shorewood) of a car barn for repair and cleaning of these transit 
vehicles. The Center streetcar line was one of the last routes 
to be expanded in Milwaukee in the 1930’s, so there was not 
a urgent structural need to change over from streetcar to the 
trackless trolley until 1943.

 World War II greatly impacted public transportation 
for several reasons. Milwaukee with its expertise in heavy 
machinery had high employment for the war effort and 
combined with gas and tire rationing, public transportation 
increased significantly. Healthy ridership continued for a time 
after the war and a study in 1948 showed that Milwaukee’s 
transit system was “well patronized compared with other cities 
of similar size.” In the 1950’s, the arrival of the less expensive 
diesel bus manufactured by GM impacted the originally 
planned conversion of the remaining streetcar lines to trackless 
trolley lines. A surplus of trolley cars soon resulted with the 
addition of more buses. A decision was made to use the extra 
trolley cars on the Oakland Avenue line and thus the #15 
streetcar north of downtown was replaced by 1953 with the 
trackless trolley. Around the same time, the Farwell Eastside 
streetcar line was replaced by the #30 bus through the Jackson 
Downer route.
 In 1961, a decision was made to end all trackless trolley 
operations based on economics – the cost of diesel fuel for 
buses ran at 2.84 cents per mile while electric power needed for 
the trackless trolleys was 4.76 cents per mile. On Dec 30, 1962, 
the Oakland Avenue trackless trolley was abandoned and by 
1965 all routes in the city were changed to buses. A changing 
era of early transportation in Milwaukee had ended.
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Nuisance Noise Call Count by Day of Week *
Data from Feb 2010 through Feb 2012
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Number of Nuisance Noise calls by Month
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Clean and Green Coming May 30 to June 5
 Here is your chance to clean up your house and yard and get rid of the 
debris for free. This is a City-wide program designed to foster neighborhood 
pride and ownership through coordinated clean ups, street and alley 
sweeping, graffiti removal and neighborhood beautification activities 
sponsored by community organizations. Collection crews will target one 
zone each week and collect extra items left at the collection point (curb or 
alley) on the scheduled collection days.
 Residents within the targeted zone can place unwanted furniture, 
mattresses, household items, brush, up to 5 tires and extra recyclables at the 
collection point on their scheduled collection day. For more information 
please go to: http://city.milwaukee.gov/mpw/divisions/operations/
environmental/ProjectCleanAndGreen.htm.
 On a similar note, UWM will be holding its 3rd annual “Dump and 
Run” in July, which also allow you to dispose of household debris and 
furniture without paying the $50 service fee. More information on this 
program can be found at the UWM web site in the future.



About MHNA 

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is about a group of diverse 
residents working together to keep Murray Hill a great place to 
live, work and study.  Murray Hill is the 58 block area bounded 

by Hartford Avenue to the North, Bradford Avenue to the south, Downer 
Avenue to the East and Oakland Avenue to the West.  Our goals are to 
develop an atmosphere of respect for the rights and lives of all residents in 
the neighborhood, build a safe and clean community that improves the 
quality of life for all residents, and maintain open communications with 
UWM students and representatives to effectively find positive solutions to 
problems.   Benefits to the neighbors include information on safety and 
crime, regular updates from elected officials, business owners and UWM 
representatives on neighborhood issues, providing monthly speakers 
on relevant topics, provide quarterly newsletter, maintaining a cleaner 
neighborhood through adopt-a- block program and neighborhood-student 
clean-up events, and welcoming and informing neighbors of the workings 
of the city.  Residents of the area, including students renting property off-
campus in this area, property owners, landlords and owners of businesses 
within the area are encouraged to be members.  

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is about 
making a wonderful neighborhood even better.
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Murray Hill Membership Application
NOW is the time to join!

Clip and mail with your payment to:
MHNA / PO Box 71133 / Milwaukee, WI 53211

Membership Chair, Gregory James: 414-962-5158 or gjames@gjd.com

Name: _______________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association serves a 58-block area from Hartford Ave. to Bradford 
Ave., and Oakland Ave. to Downer Ave. Membership is open to all residents, property owners and 
businesses. General membership meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of the month at the Urban 
Ecology Center (1500 E. Park Pl.) from 7-8:30 pm. To find out more about the association, or to 
share your interests and concerns, please attend one of our upcoming meetings, or contact us. 

Family ........................q $25 Please mark all that apply:
Individual ..................q $15 Homeowner ............q
Business .....................q $30 Renter .....................q
Senior (age 65+) .........q $5 Landlord..................q
Student .......................q $5
Newsletter Only .........q $

“No man is an island” Every person in a neighborhood is 
important to the integrity of the area. A group of persons 
in a neighborhood blend friendships, knowledge, and share 
information and goals for a healthy, vibrant area in which to 
live. A neighborhood association, such as Murray Hill, provides 
a vehicle to help facilitate the aforementioned. Change occurs 
- some good, some not so good. The ability to affect change 
comes with numbers of members to have a voice. 

– Jayne Pelton

Shortly after I moved into the area, a friend invited me to a 
Murray Hill meeting. I met people who are not only dedicated 
to the health of this neighborhood, but who also represent a 
range of talents and experience - teachers, lawyers, city workers, 
students, architects, even a pilot ... the kind of mix which 
makes this a good place to live”. 

– Dolores Knopfelmacher

It’s important for me to be involved in what’s going on in my 
neighborhood, the UWM campus, and the larger city and state. 
The membership meetings and guest speakers provide great 
opportunities to learn about upcoming events, ongoing issues, 
problems and improvements happening on all of those levels. 
And it’s a chance to get to know my neighbors a little better 
and share ideas. If residents work with each other, the police, 
UWM, local and state representatives regarding safety and 
quality of life problems, I am hopeful that things can improve. 

– Doreen Hickey

Membership in MHNA provides one of few ways to improve 
our neighborhood. Years of leadership by MHNA have 
demonstrated the importance of our valued neighborhood by 
addressing both good and bad in our community. 

– Mike Hauer.

Membership in MHNA is a way of keeping neighbors 
informed about what is happening in our Murray Hill 
community. The excellent newsletter contains articles of 
general interest and also covers issues that are important to 
our neighborhood. Monthly meetings offer presentations by 
community representatives and are a format for discussing 
positive ways of dealing with neighborhood disruptions, asking 
questions, and expressing concerns. 

– Anne Bales

I’m an MHNA member because we live in the Murray 
Hill neighborhood. And we live in the Murray Hill 
neighborhood because it’s the best deal around. Our kids 
have the opportunity to attend excellent schools, public, 
charter, or choice - did you know that Rufus King has had 
several students admitted to Harvard in the past several 
years? Riverside has also graduated Ivy Leaguers in the past 
several years. My daughter can walk to the String Academy, 
whose students regularly win competitions to play as soloists 
with the Milwaukee Symphony. My son crosses the street to 
participate in the UWM Math Circle -- 3 math professors 
who enjoy spending an hour a week with kids who like math. 
We don’t need to sink our income into multiple cars, because 
everything is either walking distance, or accessible by a panoply 
of regular or express buses - we have the highest concentration 
of bus service in the city outside of downtown, and we can get 
almost anywhere in town without a second car. And on the 
occasions when we do need to run an errand in a second car, 
we just step across the street and get a Zipcar for $7/hr. This 
saves us thousands of dollars every year. We can walk to the 
grocery when we need milk, to the store when we need a quick 
birthday present, or to an eatery when we want a tasty take-out 
lunch. We can take a walk in the woods or by the river. We 
want all of this to remain viable, and thrive. This is why we are 
members of MHNA. 

– Joyce Tang Boyland

– OVER –

 MURRAY HILL NEWS / Volume 10 / Issue 3 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

– – – SPECIAL INSERT – – – 

Why Am I a MHNA Member?

 We asked neighbors in various 

areas of Murray Hill to share their 

response to the above question. We 

thank them for their time in sharing 

their thoughts. Their comments speak 

for themselves. 

The comments of these members provide 
varied perspectives but all include 
important reasons to be committed to 
the neighborhood. Join and become an 
active partner in the neighborhood and 
MHNA. The quality of life and safety in the 
neighborhood depends on it.

To become a member of the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association please complete 
and send in the form to the right with your 
membership fee. You can also receive our 
e-mail event notification and PDF versions 
of the newsletter by submitting your name, 
street address and e-mail address to news@
murrayhillna.org. If you appreciate the 
information you receive, please consider 
joining us as a member in the future. 
Membership fees pay for the printing of 
the newsletter, MH support for community 
events such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Downer 
Classic Bike Races and Political Forums, 
special one-time significant expenses such as 
the purchase and installation of MH street 
signs and general costs incurred for meetings, 
mailings and office supplies. 

Murray Hill Speakers – 2012
Meetings are held at the Urban Ecology Center 

1500 E. Park Place at 7:00 pm 
414-964-8505 – urbanecologycenter.com

April 24th – Jon Richards

May 22nd – Gerry Broderick & Nik Kovac 

June 26th – Dave Fine & Spike Bandy on 
Riverwest Crime and Safety Survey

July – No Meeting

August – No Meeting

September 25th – TBD

October 23rd – TBD

November 27th – TBD

Information subject to change at any time.

More details will be released via e-mail and 
posted to the web site: www.murrayhillna.org


